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1. e4Nc6 D

rZblkans 8

opopopop 7

0ZnZ0Z0Z 6

Z0Z0Z0Z0 5

0Z0ZPZ0Z 4

Z0Z0Z0Z0 3

POPO0OPO 2

SNAQJBMR 1

a b c d e f g h

This is the Nimzowitsch defense. Named after the mas-
ter of strategy, Aaron Nimzowitsch. I use it because it is
flexible and surprises people.2.Bc4 d6 3.Nf3Nf6 4.
d3Bg4 5.Bf4?! D

rZ0lka0s 8

opo0opop 7

0Zno0m0Z 6

Z0Z0Z0Z0 5

0ZBZPAbZ 4

Z0ZPZNZ0 3

POPZ0OPO 2

SNZQJ0ZR 1

a b c d e f g h

This move loses a tempo.5... e5 6.Bg5 h6 7.Bxf6
Qxf6 8. Nc3Bxf3 9. Qxf3 Qxf3 10. gxf3Nd4
D

rZ0Zka0s 8

opo0Zpo0 7

0Z0o0Z0o 6

Z0Z0o0Z0 5

0ZBmPZ0Z 4

Z0MPZPZ0 3

POPZ0O0O 2

S0Z0J0ZR 1

a b c d e f g h

White looks like he is in a bit of trouble. Looks like the
c and f-pawns can not both be defended.11. O–O–O

( 11.Nb5!? This is much better, leading to...
11...Nxf3+ 12.Kd1 O–O–O 13.Ke2Nh4
14. Nxa7+Kb8 15. Nb5 c6 16. Nc3 f5
=+ With a roughly equal position. 17. h3
D

0j0s0a0s 8

ZpZ0Z0o0 7

0Zpo0Z0o 6

Z0Z0opZ0 5

0ZBZPZ0m 4

Z0MPZ0ZP 3

POPZKO0Z 2

S0Z0Z0ZR 1

a b c d e f g h

The final position for the possible outcome of
11. Nb5 )

11...Nxf3 12.Nd5Kd7
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( 12... O–O–OThis is also good. Black has a
clear advantage.)

13.Bb5+? D

rZ0Z0a0s 8

opokZpo0 7

0Z0o0Z0o 6

ZBZNo0Z0 5

0Z0ZPZ0Z 4

Z0ZPZnZ0 3

POPZ0O0O 2

Z0JRZ0ZR 1

a b c d e f g h

This loses a piece and the game.

( 13.Ne3This is much better. Or even:)

( 13. h4 With the idea of booting the knight
from f3. A plausible continuation would be:
13... c6 14.Rh3 cxd5 15.Bb5+Ke7 16.
Rxf3 =+ White has some compensation for the
pawn, though I would still say that Black has
a small edge.)

13... c6 14.Ba4 b5 15.Bb3 cxd5 16.Bxd5Rc8
Where else? This is the natural place for this rook.17.

Bxf7Nd4 D

0ZrZ0a0s 8

o0ZkZBo0 7

0Z0o0Z0o 6

ZpZ0o0Z0 5

0Z0mPZ0Z 4

Z0ZPZ0Z0 3

POPZ0O0O 2

Z0JRZ0ZR 1

a b c d e f g h

18. c3 b4 19. a3?The only way to prolong the game
is be escaping with Kd219... bxc3 20. bxc3Rxc3+ 21.
Kb2Rc2+ 22.Kb1Be7 The other rook now enters
the fray23. Rhg1Rb8+ 24.Ka1Rxf2 Clearing the
c2 square for the knight25. Rb1 This natural move
leads to a quick mate, but there is no real defense.25...
Nc2+ 26.Ka2Nb4+ !?

( 26... Nxa3+!! is even better27. Ka1 (
27. Kxa3 d5+ Leads to a quick mate) 27...
Nxb1 28. Rxb1 Rxb1+ 29. Kxb1 Rxf7
+− Black has an overwhelming material ad-
vantage)

27.Ka1 D

0s0Z0Z0Z 8

o0ZkaBo0 7

0Z0o0Z0o 6

Z0Z0o0Z0 5

0m0ZPZ0Z 4

O0ZPZ0Z0 3

0Z0Z0s0O 2

JRZ0Z0S0 1

a b c d e f g h
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Leads to a surprise finish. All continuations were losing.
27...Ra2+!! Forcing Black to blockade the king’s only
escape from the coming knight check.28.Bxa2Nc2#
0-1
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