6/20/2016
Senator Ted Cruz 

Russell Senate Office Bldg 404
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Cruz:

I am a constituent in your district of our great state of Texas.  I am asking for your support of the amended (June 6, 2016) S.B. 1685.  “The Amateur Radio Parity Act”, was introduced by Senator 

Wicker (MS) and co-sponsored by Senator Blumenthal (CT). S 1685 directs the FCC to extend their 

existing PRB-1 regulations of “reasonable accommodation” of Amateur Radio communications to 

include private land use regulators.  This would afford us the ability to negotiate with homeowner’s 

associations in residential developments.  

I am federally licensed Amateur Radio operator (FCC call KJ5Y)- one of nearly three-quarters of a million licensees of the Federal Communications Commission in the United States.  As you know already, Amateur Radio is non-commercial and we provide communications services at no charge to anyone.  This is a NO COST bill as well.  
Another key non tangible benefit of ham radio is that communications with foreign amateurs promotes goodwill through relationships afforded through our communications with them.  It is a privilege and to be able to shine a positive light from America to our foreign friends.. instantly around the world.  We discuss our stations, our weather, our families, and we exude a sense of our country.  We are all very similar worldwide with our hobby and interests.  Amateur radio is also serving public and humanitarian interests worldwide through communications with missionaries, etc.
Since the bill is in negotiation with the ARRL and the National HOA CAI, I would like to state that a reasonable antenna for the international 20 meter band needs an antenna height of at least 20 meters to be effective.  Actual guidance is about 70’.  This height will add a layer of buffering to remove possible interference.  Aesthetically pleasing, safe, and effective antennas are available in telescoping tower configurations that have engineered wind survivability ratings to hurricane force.  An Engineer addresses antenna height in the following: https://www.arrl.org/files/file/antplnr.pdf 
As your constituent, I am asking that you support the bill by signing-on as a cosponsor and also be sure that an antenna height of at least 70’ is agreed upon as a minimal standard.  This will be a more specific standard added into the F.C.C. PRB-1 “reasonable accommodation” language.   Please contact Senator Wicker’s office to join as a co-sponsor. If you have any questions, please contact ARRL, the national association for Amateur Radio, attention Dan Henderson, at 860.594.0236. Thank you. 

Sincerely,
Patrick M. Cameron
KJ5Y  Pat Cameron – (R)
3908 Travis Lake Ct
Pearland, TX 77581-4783
